
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

January 23, 2022 

WCPS Families, 

On Saturday, January 15th Governor Youngkin issued Executive Order 2 in regard to student masking in 
schools. Per the Executive Order, “The parents of any child enrolled in an elementary or secondary school or a 
school based early childcare and educational program may elect for their children not to be subject to any 
mask mandate in effect at the child’s school or educational program.” This puts Executive Order 2 in conflict 
with Senate Bill 1303 which was adopted last spring. SB 1303 advises school divisions to adhere, to the 
greatest extent practicable, to CDC guidance pertaining to mitigation strategies for K-12 schools, which 
currently includes universal masking in schools. After weighing available information, on Friday, January 21st 
the Wythe County School Board voted to follow the mandate set forth in EO 2 which would allow parents the 
option of having their child not wear a mask while in the school building. We anticipate additional guidance to 
be provided by the Superintendent of Public Instruction and the Virginia Department of Health. In the 
meantime, we are dedicated to establishing a plan that helps WCPS to navigate the surge in cases associated 
with the Omicron variant while working with stakeholders to provide the safest and most accommodating 
working and learning environment possible. 

While this is a shift in one of our primary mitigation strategies, we will continue to follow the other mitigation 
strategies (cleaning protocols, social distancing, enhanced ventilation, etc.) WCPS has established which have 
enabled us to provide in-person instruction throughout this school year. This includes current quarantine and 
isolation guidelines established by the Virginia Department of Health. It is important to note that regardless of 
student masking status at school, students will still be required to wear a mask on all public school 
transportation in accordance with Federal Security Directive 1582/84-21-01B from the Transportation Security 
Administration of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. 

Currently, employees will still be required to wear masks on school property during the school day as the 
Emergency Standard of September 8, 2021 from the Virginia Department of Labor and Industry remains in 
effect. Governor Youngkin’s Executive Order 6 addresses this, but the timeframe for the Safety and Health 
Code Boards to evaluate this directive has not been set.  

Regardless of changes to policy, the primary focus of Wythe County Public Schools has been, and will continue 
to be, providing the highest quality in-person instruction to all of our students. Currently, we are challenged 
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with high absenteeism among students, faculty, and staff due to quarantines, isolations, and other illnesses. 
While student masking is now optional, we strongly recommend students continue to wear masks in school 
during this surge in cases. Other mitigation strategies notwithstanding, this has been an important tool in 
minimizing quarantines within our buildings. We would also ask any student, visiting a nurse or clinician for 
medical reasons, to put on a mask during their visit. 

We appreciate your support and understanding as we continue to work our way through the impact of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. The following is information and guidance that WCPS will be utilizing as we move forward. 

• Visitors will be required to wear masks when in the school buildings during regular school hours. 
• Temperature screening will continue to take place as students enter the buildings. 
• All cleaning and disinfecting mitigation strategies will remain in effect.   
• If you are sick, stay home.  
• If you are symptomatic, stay home.  
• Make sure you conduct a health screening BEFORE you come to school. Stay home if you have any of 

the following symptoms:  
o Fever 
o Chills 
o Shortness of breath/difficulty breathing 
o Cough or sore throat 
o Fatigue, muscle aches, or body pain 
o Headache 
o Congestion or runny nose 
o New loss of sense of smell or taste 
o New onset of nausea, vomiting, diarrhea 

• Social distance to the greatest extent possible.  
• Students should take their computer devices home with them each day in the event of unforeseen 

closures or implementation of e-learning days. 
•  At the present, we will continue to follow the current quarantine guidelines posted on the WCPS 

website. 
• Based upon current school health guidance, parents have 3 options for return to school after a 

positive Covid-19 test:  
o Option #1 - Students may return to school on day 6 if they are asymptomatic and also have a 

proctored negative Covid-19 test.  
o Option #2 – Students may return to school on day 6 if they are asymptomatic and wear a mask 

on days 6-10.  
o Option #3 – Students may remain on quarantine for the full 10 days and return on day 11 if 

they are asymptomatic.  
• Parents will need to communicate masking expectations to their children and instill in them the 

importance of following their guidance. No matter the circumstance, we do not expect our 
faculty/staff to enforce parents’ mask preference.  

 

Thank you, 
Wesley Poole 


